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CHIN RESERVOIR EXPANSION
Expansion of the Chin Reservoir will
supply water for new acres and provide
water security for existing acres.

PUBLIC
INFORMATION
MEETINGS
The Board of Directors is holding public
information meetings for all irrigators prior
to the plebiscite vote.

EFFICIENCY GAINS
Efficiency gains provided by replacing
open canals with closed pipelines will
allow our existing water flows to irrigate
more acres.

REVENUE GENERATED
Revenue generated from Capital Asset
Charges will pay for SMRID cost share of
the AIM projects as well as provide
revenue for future rehabilitation and
enhancements to infrastructure.

RATE STABILIZATION
Expanded acre base will spread fixed
costs over more acres to allow for water
rate stabilization.

INCREASE HYDRO POWER GENERATION
Increased water flow through Irrican
Power plants would maximize generation
revenue and further stabilize water rates.

RETENTION OF LICENSED ALLOCATIONS
Expansion will maintain the efficient use
of our licensed water allocations to
mitigate the risk of potential regulatory
reductions through a possible “Use it or
lose it” initiative.

ATTRACT VALUE-ADDED INDUSTRY
Attraction of new value-added processing
will help support production of specialty
crops.

ADDITIONAL RECREATION SITES

NOVEMBER 22, 2022
TABER HERITAGE HALL
1:30 P.M.
NOVEMBER 23, 2022
BOW ISLAND LEGION HALL
1:30 P.M.
NOVEMBER 24, 2022
SEVEN PERSONS COMMUNITY HALL
1:30 P.M.
NOVEMBER 25, 2022
READYMADE COMMUNITY HALL
1:30 P.M.

THE PLEBISCITE VOTE
WILL BE HELD AT POLL
STATIONS ON:

NOVEMBER 28, 2022
BETWEEN

10:00 A.M. TO 8:00 P.M.
AT
LETHBRIDGE

TABER
BOW ISLAND
DISTRICT OFFICES

The Chin expansion will provide
opportunities for additional recreation
sites

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Irrigation expansion within our
communities will provide jobs and
opportunities to support continued
growth and prosperity.

Phone
403-328-4401 - West
403-223-2148 - Central
403-545-6866 - East

Office
525 40 St. S, Lethbridge
4420 44th St., Taber
702 Centre St., Bow Island

PROPOSED
IRRIGATION
EXPANSION
smrid.com

GENERAL
INFORMATION

MODERNIZATION GAINS
&
STORAGE EXPANSION
EFFICIENCY GAINS

In 2020/2021, the Government of Alberta
announced the $933M Alberta Irrigation
Modernization (AIM) program to invest
in irrigation infrastructure with the
purpose to increase irrigation and
stimulate the economy in Alberta.
The two areas of focus for the program
are to modernize infrastructure and
expand off-stream water storage.

MODERNIZATION

STORAGE

The amalgamated
SMRID was
approved for 30
modernization
projects, primarily
converting open
canals with
underground
pipelines. The
projects increase
water use
efficiency.

The amalgamated
SMRID along with
our main canal
partner, Raymond
Irrigation District
(RID), were also
approved to
expand the Chin
Reservoir. This
expansion will
increase Chin
Reservoir by
roughly 50%. This
helps provide
water security and
the abiliy to
expand irrigation
acres in the
distirct.

Since 2011 approximately 226 km of canals
have been replaced through the Irrigation
Rehabilitation Program (IRP) and an
additional 198 km of canals have been
committed to be replaced through the AIM
program for a total of 424 km of open canals
replaced with buried PVC pipelines.
In addition to the modernization of canals,
there has been significant advancements in
on-farm irrigation efficiencies since the last
expansion 11 years ago.
With these improvements, it is estimated
that the amalgamated SMRID will be saving
54,500 ac-ft of water per year, enough to
serve an expansion of 40,912 acres.
Continued rehabilitation and on-farm
efficiencies will further improve water
security.

Category

Estimated Water Savings

Infrastructure Improvements (2011-present)

9,201 ac-ft

On-Farm Improvements (2011-present)

16,292 ac-ft

Alberta Irrigation Modernization Program Projects (2020+)

29,057 ac-ft

TOTAL

54,500 ac-ft

40,000 acres derived from
efficiency gains will be put towards
expanding additional acres.

CHIN RESERVOIR EXPANSION
With the help from WaterSmart Solutions
Ltd. (WaterSmart), SMRID is proposing to
enlarge Chin Reservoir which will result in
an additional 103,500 ac-ft of water
storage.

CHIN RESERVOIR

DAM TO BE MOVED 10KM EAST
ADDITIONAL STORAGE 103,500 AC-FT

154,000 ac-ft

75,000 ac-ft

Existing Storage

To meet proposed
expansion

28,500 ac-ft
For additional
water security

Based on WaterSmart’s modelling, 75,000
ac-ft could support an additional 46,500
acres of expansion based on a 82 year
modelling period. SMRID and RID would
share the additional acres 41,850 (90%) and
4,650 (10%), respectively

40,000 acres derived from expanding
Chin Reservoir will be put towards
expanding additional acres.

In total Efficiency gains from modernization projects plus additional
storage from an expanded Chin reservoir will allow
for 80,000 additional acres within the SMRID.

