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Those lands situated within Ranges
5 and 6, W4th and shall also include
those lands lying within Twp. 12 and
13 of Range 7, W4th.

Roland Kappel
Division 7

Kyle Gouw
Division 8

Lands between the Oldman River and
the St. Mary Main canal; East of
Range Road 160 and West of Purple
Springs.

Mike Wind
Division 9

Lands between the Oldman River and
the St. Mary Main Canal; East of
Bountiful Coulee and West of Range
Road 160, inclusive of lands in
sections 14 to 16, 22 and 23 of
Township 10, Range 18 W4th.

Lands within Ranges 13, 14, 15, 16 &
17, W4th.

Alex Ostrop
Division 4

Lands within Ranges 8, 9 & 10, W4th
and lands within Twps. 10 and 11 of
Range 7, W4th.

Gerard Oosterhuis
Division 6

Cory Nelson
Vice Chairman - Division 5

Lands within Ranges 11 & 12, W4th

Lands south of Highway 4 and lands
within Range 21 and north of
Highway 4 and south of Highway No.
61 and lying to the west of Range 14,
W4th.

Grant Henderson
Division 1

Lands within Ranges 18, 19 & 20
which are north of Highway 3 and
includes irrigators obtaining their
delivery from the Main Canal in Twp.
9 Range 18, W4th.

George Lohues
Chairman - Division 3

Brian Ober
Division 2

Lands within Ranges 18, 19 & 20
which are north of Highway 4 and
north of Highway 61 and south of
Highway 3, does not include irrigators
obtaining their water from the Main
Canal in Twp. 9, Range 18, W4th.
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2023 was a year of drought and a year of learning. I would like to take a moment to explain how
the Board determines allocation. Every spring, Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation provide us with
monthly Farm Gate Allocation Forecasts. These reports provide forecasted amounts of the net
water volume that would be available at the farm gate for the irrigation districts receiving water
from the Southern Tributaries (Belly, St. Mary and Waterton Rivers).  This is a complex document
and among other things assumes that weather and precipitation will be within the historical
range of probability.  This is where things went sideways for us in 2023.  Our initial allocation of
15” would have worked out had we had average weather.  The unrelenting heat and lack of rain
forced a reduction in allocation to 14”.  In late August Agriculture and Irrigation requested that
“all Irrigation Districts please conduct fall operations with the spirit of water conservation,
including minimizing post-harvest irrigation of unseeded acres and to consider not using your full
water allocation if not required on your farm this season”.  The Board felt that working with GOA
through collaborative agreements was the wise path to avoid a Level 5 state of emergency.  We
made the difficult decision to drop to 13” as we felt that the value of retaining water for 2024
startup was in the best interest of our District.  As we moved into September, it became clear that
we would have to limit supply to one in four irrigation systems and to end the season early on
September 22.  

The challenge facing the Board when determining an allocation for any given year is that you
want to be conservative enough to have adequate water to the end of the season yet not too
conservative to cause farmers to change their seeding plans.  As we plan for the 2024 season, we
will consider our experience in 2023 and adopt a more conservative approach.  Because we do
not have the luxury of full reservoirs that could otherwise buffer a lack of rain, we will assume
that we will experience similar dry and hot weather as last year.  We will communicate more
effectively and provide scheduled updates.  If we are fortunate to receive rain, we will adjust the
allocation accordingly.  Plan for the worst and hope for the best.

In 2023 a historic agreement was reached between RID and the SMRID. This agreement replaces
the 2006 Main Canal Agreement between RID, TID and SMRID.  We are now in a position where
all irrigators in the St. Mary Project, from Raymond to Medicine Hat, share the benefits of
Reservoir storage along with the accompanying costs related to the main canal and reservoirs.  
This simple and fair agreement gives stability to our region and will serve us well into the future. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 2023

Plan for drought but hope for rain.  Some of our recent
farm periodicals have printed articles that have criticized
the concept of “hope” when planning for drought.  Clearly
these individuals are not farmers.  From the moment I
started farming in 1980 I have been hoping for good
weather.  Over the years we have been frosted out, hailed
out, and drowned out far more frequently than dried out.  
We know that we cannot control the weather, 
so we plan accordingly.  In recent weeks I’ve had the
opportunity to speak with many of our irrigators. 
 I am so impressed with their acceptance of the situation
we are in, and even heard a few who were excited about
the challenge of growing a crop with reduced water.
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Irrican continued to perform well in 2023, despite reduced flows, and generated the second
highest recorded revenue of $13.542 M.  This is a great time to be generating renewable
energy, yet the recent threat of rotating blackouts demonstrated the downside of Solar and
Wind renewables.  We are proud to be a part of one of the strategies to help mitigate these
events.  We have entered into an agreement with Teric Power and Urica Energy Management
to install a 15 MW Battery storage project at the Raymond Hydro site.  This project will be our
contribution to stabilizing the grid and shows excellent projected revenue for Irrican, thus
providing welcome income to SMRID and RID to assist with the rising costs of maintaining our
districts.

In 2023 we once again saw inflation drive up the costs to operate our farms and our District.  
Our Board made the decision to increase water rates for the 2024 season by $3 per acre
bringing revenue in line with expenses.  Our Board is committed to operating a strong and
healthy organization that can supply our members with excellent service, now and in the
future. We will be holding open houses in the fall to explain the effects of inflation on both our
operating costs and the AIM projects we have undertaken.  Everything we have experienced in
2023 reinforces the need for more storage in our District as we doggedly carry on with our
plan to increase the capacity of the Chin Reservoir.  Please take time to attend these open
houses to learn about our plans for the future.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 2023

SMRID ANNUAL REPORT 2023 2

Irrican



I would like to thank all the staff in the SMRID for stepping up and meeting the added workload
that we have experienced these last few years.  A special nod to David Westwood who has
elevated his game every time he is challenged.  We are all very fortunate to have David as
captain of our team and appreciate his leadership.

I would also like to thank my fellow Board members for their dedication and willingness to
tackle all the challenges that have been placed on our table.  After 12 years of dedicated
service, Gerard Oosterhuis is retiring from our Board.  We have all been beneficiaries of one of
the keenest business minds in our industry.  When Gerard gives his opinion, we listen.  We will
miss him on our Board but take comfort knowing that he is now a lifetime member of a group
of old friends that will undoubtedly get together often to reminisce about the challenges we
faced on our time serving the SMRID.

Respectfully submitted,
George Lohues
Chairman
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The St. Mary River Irrigation District had a very busy and
challenging year in 2023.  We held our irrigation expansion
lottery, completed a hectic construction season and dealt
with drought conditions for the entire irrigation season.  Our
Team rallied together to ensure we stayed true to our Vision
of Supporting Sustainable Communities, Environment and
Agriculture with water. In February we received 360
applications for 33,000 acres of new irrigation expansion
that were entered into our Phase 1 irrigation expansion.  
15,000 acres were selected by lottery to receive the first
new acres since our most recent expansion which
commenced in 2011.  Our Land Team worked diligently with
hopeful irrigators to meet the requirements of adding these
new acres to our assessment roll.  

Approximately 1,100 new acres were added in 2023 with the remaining 13,900 expected to be added
in 2024. Seven Alberta Irrigation Modernization (AIM) projects were completed in 2023 taking the total
AIM Program to 16 of the 30 Modernization projects completed. 
We started the 2023 irrigation season with dry conditions in the western part of our district and ice
and snow cover in the eastern portion from Bow Island to Sauder Reservoir. Crews worked around
the clock on Easter weekend removing ice from the Main Canal to try and avoid over topping of the
canal. Due to low water supply resulting from a below average snow pack and the St. Mary
Reservoir not starting at Full Supply Limit (FSL), we starting the season with a 15-inch farm gate
water allocation. The delayed start to the season quickly turned into unseasonably warm
temperatures in late April and May. The early warm temperatures led to the snowpack melting
over a month early and being depleted by the end of May. Strong Irrigation demand resulting from
the early heat and lack of precipitation, led to rapid reduction of water supply. This continued
throughout the entire growing season. Due to dwindling water supply caused by ongoing drought
conditions, the Board made the difficult decision to reduce water allocation from 15 inches to 14
inches and then finally landing at 13 inches per acre to end the season. We needed to end the
irrigation season early on September 22, 2023. This was difficult for our irrigators but some timely
rains in early October helped to complete harvest. Our total water use was 631,400 acre feet with
127,400 acre feet coming from our internal reservoir storage.

Despite our water supply challenges, Irrican ended with the second highest revenue year to date
after the record setting year of 2022. The operating season started with strong production but as
water supply continued to decrease during the irrigation season, so did plant production.  Power
generation decreased to 83 Million KWh vs 124 Million KWh in 2022.  Average 2023 power pool
revenue was $159 per KWh which was down from the remarkable $189 per KWh set in 2022.  
These combined factors led to a total revenue of $13.542 Million vs 2022’s record breaking
revenue of $23.607 Million.  This is a 43% decrease from 2022 and more in line with 2021 revenue
of $ 12.473 Million.   Our Earnings Before Interest, Depreciation and Amortization remained strong
at $11.961 Million. 

I would like to thank all staff for their dedication and execution this past year. We achieved
remarkable accomplishments. 
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Irrican

Respectfully submitted,

David Westwood
General Manager



2023 SMRID SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

KEITH FRANCIS
SCHOLARSHIP

PETER LANGEMANN
SCHOLARSHIP

JONNIE POPEL
SCHOLARSHIP
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T u s c a n y  R i c h a r d s
K a y l e e  M o o r h e a d

K e v i n  C a m p s
B r a d y  L e h m a n

I n d i r a  B r o u w e r
C l a u d i a  V a n  D i e m e n

N i k o l a i  W e s t w o o d
K y r a  L a m

H a l l i e  H o r v a t h
M e g a n  C u r r a n
J a n i n e  J o n k e r

K y l e  C r o o y m a n s
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
FEES AND EXPENSES 2023

NAME
 
TITLE

NO. OF
DAYS

PER 
DIEM MILEAGE

REIMBURSED
EXPENSES

DISTRICT
EXPENSE

GEORGE LOHUES Chairman 39 $16,798 $1,324 $629 $18,750

CORY NELSON Vice-Chairman 37.25 $14,140 $227 $761 $15,128

GRANT HENDERSON Board Member 36.25 $13,625 $1,351 $906 $15,882

BRIAN OBER Board Member 35.75 $13,425 $1,319 $689 $15,432

ALEX OSTROP* Board Member 38.50 $14,463 $1,984 $598 $17,045

GERARD OOSTERHUIS Board Member 28 $10,675 $1,706 $987 $13,367

ROLAND KAPPEL Board Member 15.75 $6,300 $1,464 $400 $8,164

GARY FRANZ** Board Member 30.75 $11,353 $2,044 $351 $13,747

KYLE GOUW Board Member 29 $11,198 $0 $629 $11,826

MIKE WIND Board Member 35.50 $13,473 $1,316 $569 $15,357

TOTAL 325.75 $125,448 $12,734 $6,516 $144,697
AIDA REPRESENTATIVE *
SRSWDC REPRESENTATIVE **



P a r c e l s  D e l e t e d  f r o m  S M R I D  i n  2 0 2 3

SW 12-09-09-W4

SE 31-08-16-W4

SW 15-09-15-W4

No parcels were removed from the District in 2023

PETITIONED PARCELS
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SE 18-10-13-W4

Plan
1512240;30;10
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WATER COORDINATORS

Brad Brouwer 
Rex Janes 
James Strachan 
Michael Sorgard 
Pete Beauregard 
Ryan Stafford

403-332-2203
403-332-2204
403-332-2205
403-332-2206
403-332-2207
403-332-2210

W E S T E R N  D I V I S I O N

C E N T R A L  D I V I S I O N

Clay Sparks
John Beers 
Braden Gardner 
Denver Terry 
Glen Wada 
Mike Munroe

403-393-2147
403-393-2143
403-393-2144
403-393-2145
403-393-2146
403-332-2221

E A S T E R N  D I V I S I O N

Stacy Thistlethwaite 
Tanner Holmes
Ken Friesen 
Darcy Friesen
George Meagher 
Murray Vair 
Todd Van Maarion 
Mike Curran 

403-581-6923
403-581-6924
403-581-6925
403-581-6926
403-581-6927
403-581-6930
403-581-6932
403-581-6933



2023 LONG TERM SERVICE REWARDS
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Devin Collett 15 Years

Tim Smith 15 Years

Michael Derzaph 10 Years

Michael Zmurchyk 10 Years

Peter Peters 10 Years

Travis Geremia 10 Years

Isaac Dyck 5 Years

Matthew Krahn 5 Years

Paul Fontaine 5 Years
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2023 marked the retirement of
Roxanne Janecke who left the
organization after 26 years at the
end of July. Roxanne’s welcoming
smile and dedication to customer
service was exemplary.  We wish her
joy in the next chapter of her life.  

2023 RETIREES

Dale Pickering Fred Williams Randy SparksKevin Kraemer

Dale Pickering from the West, Fred Williams, Randy Sparks and Kevin
Kraemer from our Central Offices Retire in 2023. With over 120 years
of combined experience, their knowledge and commitment to the
District will definitely be missed. We wish all four of you the very best
in your retirement.

Over 120 year of combined experience



ENGINEERING AND TECHNICAL 
SERVICES REPORT 2023
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West Medicine Hat 
Lateral 2 

Contracted by 
LBCO Construction

8

Installation of the precast pipeline 
inlet structure (supplied by Precon)



Project Name Contractor Project Cost, $

South Medicine Hat Lateral 3 Stantec BYZ Enterprises $9.2 M

Sauder Lateral 34 MPE BYZ Enterprises $7.9 M

Lateral M Big Bend WSP Dennis 
Dirtworx

$7.8 M

W. Med Hat Lat 2 Phase 2
(Contract 3)

MPE Whitefox/Bullin
Construction 

$18.5 M 
W. Med Hat Lat 2 Phase 2
(Contract 4)

MPE Industrial Backhoe

W. Med Hat Lat 2 Phase 2
(Contract 5)

MPE LCBO

TOTAL $43.4 M

Table 1. 2023-2024 Construction, Alberta Irrigation Modernization (AIM) Projects 

Alberta Irrigation Modernization Program (AIM)

SMRID ANNUAL REPORT 2023

SMRID accessed funding in 2023 for infrastructure improvements through the Alberta
Irrigation Modernization Program. The Alberta Provincial Government is providing 30% of the
required funding as a grant and SMRID is contributing 20%. The remaining 50% is being
financed as a long-term, low interest loan with the Canada Infrastructure Bank (CIB). The
modernization projects are focused on increasing water conveyance efficiency and enhancing
water security.  Table 1 shows the value of the projects that are currently under construction
and will be substantially complete by spring 2024. Table 2 on the following page provides a
summary of AIM costs to year-end Oct. 31st, 2023, as well as the total budget for all projects
with any incurred costs for project development and engineering, including the proposed
expansion of off-stream storage at Chin Reservoir.  Details for 2023/2024 projects are listed in
Table 2 and the location of 2023/2024 construction presented in the attached figure 1.

Engineer

Chin Chute Refurbishment. Drilling of Foundation Anchors

9



Job Description Costs Incurred for
2023 Fiscal Year

Costs to Date to
Oct. 31, 2023

Total Costs
Approved

SAUDER CHUTE REHABILITATION $28,114 $10,706,047 $10,775,005

SAUDER LATERAL 34 $3,677,181 $3,969,095 $4,170,000

WEST MED HAT LATERAL 31 $82,091 $4,902,918 $5,401,216

WEST MED HAT LATERAL 38 $50,291 $1,352,061 $1,434,393

SOUTH MED HAT LATERAL 3 $3,643,757 $4,056,693 $5,850,000

WHOOP UP LATERAL $222,522 $5,829,211 $5,850,000

MAIN CANAL LATERAL 7 $31,799 $1,526,169 $1,570,927

JAIL ROAD CONCRETE $11,690 $3,406,115 $3,474,263

BOW ISLAND LATERAL 10 $15,907,916 $19,545,332 $19,656,000

WEST MEDICINE HAT LATERAL 2 $7,157,974 $16,975,144 $18,500,000

CHIN 2-2 $5,947 $1,051,313 $1,065,799

CAMERON LATERAL PHASE 5 $3,541,684 $5,027,391 $7,000,000

CHIN 4 - CHIN 5 $3,192,367 $4,565,647 $5,148,000

BOW ISLAND LATERAL 22 $6,196,803 $6,542,732 $5,525,000

NORTH LATERAL - BACZUK PIPELINE $3,406 $16,369 $1,950,000

NORTH BURDETT LATERAL 5 $933,775 $992,385 $2,340,000

YELLOW LAKE LATERAL 10 $538,988 $658,069 $2,340,000

CAMERON EXTENSION 1-7 $60,771 $73,583 $9,750,000

WEST MEDICINE HAT 10/13 $43,650 $53,114 $14,625,000

HORSEFLY 6 $395 $395 $975,000

NORTH FINCASTLE WEST $3,426,729 $5,385,124 $4,800,000

LATERAL 1B BARNWELL $265,675 $265,675 $1,007,000

BIG BEND MAIN PIPELINE $898 $1,405 $30,663,000

M BIG BEND PIPELINE $524,506 $525,310 $6,016,000

CHIN RESERVOIR - EXPANSION $2,031,466 $6,476,847 $133,000,000

TOTAL ACTIVE PROJECTS $51,580,395 $103,904,144 $302,886,603

Table 2 – SMRID AIM Account as of Oct. 31st, 2023 

Alberta Irrigation Modernization Program (AIM)
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Table 3. 2023/2024 IRP Project Details

Project Contractor Project Components

Chin Chute 
Rehabilitation 

Cast-in-place concrete 
chute rehabilitation

Expenditures

$17.1 M 

Irrigation Rehabilitation Program (IRP)

Seepage Control

SMRID ANNUAL REPORT 2023

SMRID and the Alberta Provincial Government entered into a Financing Agreement for the
rehabilitation of capital works for the 2023/2024 fiscal year. A total of $5,707,148 was made
available to the SMRID. This fund was made up by contributions of $4,280,361 from the
Provincial Government and $1,426,787 from the District, representing 75% and 25%,
respectively. 

Including unspent monies (carry-over) from the prior year, Table 4 shows that a total of
$6,594,329 was available and budgeted at year-end (October 31st, 2023) towards 2023/2024
IRP projects. Most of the IRP budget is being allocated towards the Chin chute rehabilitation
project but some funding is being set aside for preliminary engineering work for Bow Island
lateral 2 and NE Sublateral 1. 

SMRID is expecting to enter into a $7.4 M Irrigation Financing Agreement for the 2024/2025 IRP
Year. 

Dennis Dirtworx

It is schedule to execute $17.1 M of
construction for the rehabilitation of
Chin Chute this summer (2024-2025).
Several year’s IRP funding is being
pooled to complete the work, as shown
in table 4. The overage will be covered
by the District and settled in 2025-2026
per table 4.  

The project has a total cost of $24.5 M
and is being cost-shared with the
Raymond Irrigation District (RID), per the
terms of the Main Canal Infrastructure
Sharing Agreement with SMRID paying
90% ($22.05 M) and the RID 10% ($2.45
M), respectively.  

September 2023, Chin Chute Refurbishment 
Site Grading and Construction of cofferdam.

Fall of 2023, Construction of the settling pond for Sauder Lateral 34, 
by BYZ Enterprises. Location is just north of Sauder reservoir.

Per section 164 of the Irrigation Districts Act,
SMRID is exempted from seepage claims,
provided that the District submits Five Year
Seepage Control Plans. Within the current
seepage control plan, the St. Mary River
Irrigation District completed work on the
following areas: S ½ 34-11-6 W4, S ½ 35-
11-6 W4
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Job Description 
Costs Incurred

2023 Fiscal
Year

Allocated IRP
2023-2024

IRP Budget
2024-2025

Chin Chute
2025-2026

Total
Project
Cost $

Chin Lateral 10 $10,096 $0 $0

Bow Island Lateral 2 $0 $37,595 $25,000

NE Sublat. 1 $0 $6,479 $25,000

Sauder Dam
Stabilization $526 $0 $0

Chin Chute
Rehabilitation $4,936,897 $6,550,255 $7.35 M $3.2 M $22 M

TOTAL ACTIVE
PROJECTS $4,947,519 $6,594,329 $7.4 M

Table 4 - SMRID IRP Account as of Oct. 31, 2023 and future commitments for Chin Chute Rehab

Irrigation Rehabilitation Program (IRP)

SMRID ANNUAL REPORT 2023

Fall 2023, Geotechnical investigation for planned
refurbishment and raising of Chin West Dam. 

Amphibious drilling program 

Fall 2023, Geotechnical investigations for Chin West Dam 
Refurbishment and drilling program. 
Drone photo taken at Chin reservoir

January 4, 2024 Drone photo of the ‘Coulee’ section of the spillway
channel construction.  DeGraaf Excavating was preparing the channel

excavation for riprap and bedding material placement.

January 4, 2024 Looking east from Range Road 164A at the twin outlet of
the 3 m x 3 m precast concrete box culvert in the foreground, which conveys

water under Range Road 164A and two cast-in-place concrete drop
structures in the background aligned along the spillway channel.
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MAINTENANCE REPORT 2023

SMRID ANNUAL REPORT 2023

The operation and maintenance (O&M) of the St.
Mary River Irrigation District for the year in 2023
was the first full year of operation as an
amalgamated District. The sharing of knowledge,
skills, labour, equipment and expertise truly
benefited our irrigators, growers, producers and
the District as a whole. Our O&M Team stepped
up to the challenges, difficulties and changes
that occurred in one of the driest years on
record. The maintenance season beginning on
November 1, 2022 through to irrigation start up
in the spring of 2023 had both SMRID crews and
contractors busy repairing, maintaining and
upgrading the Districts extensive infrastructure.

Work began on many projects following the winterizing of pipelines and the draining of
canals. A mild fall allowed staff to replace faulty valves and air/vac reliefs, remove drop
leaf overshot gates for refurbishment or replacement before spring, screener
maintenance, silt removal, armour, canal bank and structure repairs.

Work on the main canal structures between Ridge and Chin reservoirs continued with
slab replacements, crack, and shallow depth repairs on Drops 4 & 5. These repairs will
extend the life of the structures, adding years to the service life before needing full
structure replacement.

SMRID’s commitment to automation
continued with upgrades to structures 6 & 8
Below Murray Canal (BMC) replacing the
worn-out gates with automated drop leaf
overshot gates. Interim automation
upgrades on the East Horsefly Main (EHM)
gates involving MPE Engineering and SMRID
East and West electricians were made this
spring to increase accuracy in readings and
efficiency in making changes in flows. The
automation for the Cameron Check on the
NE Lateral was completed this year
improving the flow adjustments and
monitoring of the Cameron Lateral Pipeline.

Gabion walls were installed on smaller laterals throughout the District this off season; in the
East, Central and West. These walls have become the preferred method for weed and algae
control in settling ponds and canals for the pipeline turnouts. The Cameron Lateral Pipeline is
scheduled to have a gabion wall installed in the upcoming off season after several years of
poor performance by the mechanical screener.
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May 8, 2023 – Staff from SMRID, MPE, and Instream are reviewing automation 
and controls at the Big Bend Main Canal headworks structure.
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Staff from all 3 Divisions were involved with the fabrication of steel fittings, railings, pouring
of precast concrete pads for the IAI/IRP contracts, all components that are needed for the
AIM Projects and the many Farmer Projects for Expansion. The fabrication teams comprised
of Water Coordinators and Maintenance staff who built these items in our shops over the
winter months. Additionally, the shops were busy all winter fabricating walkways, gates,
screens, other fittings and materials to improve safety, efficiency and ease of operation for
our staff. The paint booth at the Taber shop was well utilized this year for coating and
painting of the components, eliminating outsourcing to paint shops.

The arrival of spring and the
quick melt of the snow that
had accumulated on the
prairies from Taber east to
Bow Island and Medicine Hat
had SMRID crews and
contractors dealing with ice
jams, overtopping of canals
and some flooding in low
lying areas of adjacent
farmland. In the weeks prior
to the run off  SMRID
excavators and hired
contractors removed as much
snow as possible from the
canals that were full in both
the Taber area and on the
main canal downstream of 40
Mile for the entire length to
Sauder, Murray and Bullshead
reservoirs. 
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The Bow Island/Medicine Hat areas of the District went from dealing with the ice and snow,
the runoff and the repairs needed after to running water 3 weeks later. The County of 40 Mile
cooperated with the District by allowing us to hold off pumping out of Yellow Lake after the
level had risen from the runoff until the water could be used for flushing and irrigating.
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Startup of the main canals began the week of April 24th with flushing and checking up later
that week to allow flushing of smaller laterals and filling of pipelines allowing all farmers to
have water on or before May 8th.

The dedication of SMRID staff showed up when shortly after start up it was necessary to
shutdown one of our concrete canals after the bituminous geomembrane liner began lifting.
This created a situation that needed repair and it was all hands on deck for a full day to fasten
the membrane down over 1600 meters of canal.

There was collaboration in the District during the season with West and Central sharing the
magnicide schedule after the untimely departure of the East Vegetation Control Specialist.
Further instances of a District wide team were apparent with the transition of Area (Ride) 21
and the water coordinator operating out of Taber and the Central division. The SMRID is
continuing to work towards the setup of water coordinator teams (of three) to create and
sustain a skilled and knowledgeable workforce for years to come.

The hot, dry growing season made for a difficult decision to lower the allocation from 15” to
14” and later in August a further drop to 13”. Those decisions were made to have enough
water to finish the season and in doing so saved approximately 85,000 acft of water for the
2024 growing season. 

Allocation transfers allowed irrigators to move water to valuable high water use crops, 717
transfers were processed and more transfers within a farming entity being handled directly
with the water coordinator.

Other items to note, the
launching of the Ecompliance
safety software program and the
Stay Safe Work Alone app. The
increased frequency of
measuring main canal flows with
the Streamflow device to collect
data to improve the accuracy of
the programming of our
automated flow measurement
devices. Our locate team
processed 3329 requests to
locate SMRID pipelines. The
Irrigation Districts Water Quality
(IDWQ) program involving District
staff, implemented by the AIDA, 
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April 27, 2023 – Power cabinets and control panels set up at the Big Bend Main Canal headworks structure

to collect water samples throughout the season to allow AG&I to 
test and monitor water quality. 

The Connectivity Project funded by the federal government with input from Alberta Conservation
Association (ACA) continued with fencing, cattle crossings, solar waterers and seeding projects to
enhance riparian areas and decrease the impacts of livestock on the water.
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Equipment purchases for 2023 to maintain efficiency in operating the District included 2
compact track loaders, one for the East and one for Central complete with several attachments.
One grader to replace the old grader in the West and 3 fleet vehicles as noted in the chart below.



Western Division Central
Division Eastern Division

Item Main
Canal

Canals, 
Pipelines
& Drains

Total Main
Canal

Canals, 
Pipelines
& Drains

Total Main
Canal

Canals, 
Pipelines
& Drains

Total Grand
Total

Right of Way Mowing (km) 208 246 454   598 598   378 315 693   1,745

Canal Cleaning/Weed Cutting(km) 6 32 38   42 42   35 118 153   233

Silt Removal (m3) 3100 3100   1665 1665   4200   4200   8965

Armour & Rip Rap Hauled (m3) 1178 1146 2324   468 468   2500 1045 3545   6337

Soil Hauled (m3) 328 3691 4019   846 846     50 50   4915

Gabion Rock Hauled (m3) 141 141   112 112           253

Trash/Debris/Steel Hauled (m3)   60 60   232 232           292

Concrete Rubble Hauled (m3)         100 100   640   640   740

Concrete Canal Maint. (m)   710 710   20 20       730

Operating Road Grading (km) 170 94 264   64 84 148   415 113 528   940

Operating Road Graveling (km) 12 15 27   10 40 50   100 50 150   227

Pipeline Installation (m)                       0

Structure Repairs 1 28 29   3 3   5 5   37

Pipeline Repairs   2 2   4 4     3 3   9

Air Relief Valves 4 60 64   84 84     43 43   191

Valves 3 32 35   46 46     37 37   118

Leak Repairs 2 2   2 2     4 4   8

Replacement/New FarmTurnouts 1 8 9   19 19   3 6 9   37

Replacement/New RoadCrossings   2 2                 2

Gates, Hoists and Screeners 2 12 14   3 3           17

Repairs to Pumps 1 2 3   5 5     6 6   14

Repairs/Maintenance to                       0

Water Meters                 3   3

Hydrometric Stations                       0

Weed Control Aquatic (km) 640 640   947 947   50 2186 2236   3823

Weed Control Non-Aquatic (ac) 728 484 1,212   478 478   126 43 169   1859

Grass Seeding (ac) 101 101 32 32 133

MAINTENANCE REPORT 2023
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CHIN - STAFFORD
RESERVOIRS

START 132,100
END 66,900

GRASSY RESERVOIR

YELLOW
LAKE

RESERVOIR PUMPING 899  

RESERVOIR PUMPING 1,295

D.U. 40 MILE 2,940

IRRICAN RAYMOND 297,100

IRRICAN CHIN 210,400

START 6,600
END 4,400

START 64,500
END 35,300

                    42,600

RESERVOIR PUMPING 2,878

40,800

36,800

5,300

ST. MARY
RESERVOIR

START 105,900
END 300

WATERTON
RESERVOIR

START 22,500
END 20,200

DROP 1     560,200

HORSEFLY CHECK 

SAUDER INLET 73,000

RIDGE
RESERVOIR

START 79,300
END 51,300

40 MILE SYPHON 149,200

START 26,000
END 14,400

START 13,800
END 14,000

323,200

MUNICIPAL/INDUSTRIAL 62
OTHER 170

RID 53,700
MUNICIPAL/INDUSTRIAL 965
OTHER 2,283

MUNICIPAL/INDUSTRIAL 1911
OTHER 326

MUNICIPAL/INDUSTRIAL 746
OTHER 448

RESERVOIR PUMPING 2,591

MUNICIPAL/INDUSTRIAL 860
OTHER 219

 MUNICIPAL/INDUSTRIAL 3,772
OTHER 647

D.U. TYRELL/VERDIGRIS 8,700

RESERVOIR PUMPING 3,107
OTHER RESERVOIR PUMPING 599

RESERVOIR PUMPING 5,211
OTHER RESERVOIR PUMPING 1,502

40 MILE RESERVOIR

MURRAY RESERVOIR

SAUDER RESERVOIR

  DIVERSION FROM ALBERTA ENVIRONMENT      557,700
TO DISTRICT STORAGE       -127,400

TOTAL USE    685,100
SMRID    631,400

RID       53,700

*Note all readings are in ac.ft.

RIDGE INLET    266,500

NORTH RIDGE     246,200

CHIN CHUTE     98,500

STAFFORD OUTLET     444,000

MURRAY INLET 49,200

SAUDER OUTLET      85,700
SAUDER SPILLWAY  730

MURRAY OUTLET      45,300
MURRAY SPILLWAY   2,000

WATER DIVERSION 2023

SMRID ANNUAL REPORT 2023

HORSEFLY
RESERVOIR

START 4,100
END 3,400

TABER LAKE
START 3,100

END 4,200

FINCASTLE 
LAKE

START 2,700
END 2,800
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Water
Coordinator

Assessed 
Acres *

Acre-Feet 
Used **

Acres
Irrigated

Acre-Feet 
per Acre

Land Use
Factor

Brouwer, Brad 22,121.13 16,356.43 20,474.81 0.80 0.93

Janes, A. Rex 21,456.65 23,384.47 19,193.26 1.22 0.89

Strachan, James 35,794.41 35,766.32 33,769.46 1.06 0.94

Sorgard, Michael 23,441.56 19,293.97 21,472.19 0.90 0.92

Beauregard, Peter 28,723.86 21,003.98 26,934.06 0.78 0.94

Stafford, Ryan 30,286.25 21,920.50 28,639.64 0.77 0.95

Stafford, Ryan 4,539.75 3,953.47 4,453.75 0.89 0.98

Munroe, Mike 31,003.71 30,316.75 30,086.13 1.01 0.97

Thistlethwaite, Stacy 31,905.98 32,528.25 30,769.71 1.06 0.96

Holmes, Tanner 30,592.83 25,550.43 29,619.60 0.86 0.97

Friesen, Kenneth 24,733.96 25,881.01 24,107.75 1.07 0.97

Friesen, Darcy 29,654.04 24,800.52 28,815.94 0.86 0.97

Meagher, George 25,129.30 22,569.76 24,405.05 0.92 0.97

Vair, Murray 24,892.71 25,787.42 23,655.38 1.09 0.95

VanMaarion, Todd 26,914.33 25,967.88 25,018.37 1.04 0.93

Curran, Mike 24,478.35 25,283.58 23,442.25 1.08 0.96

Sparks, Clay 16,674.00 14,961.64 15,552.36 0.96 0.93

Beers, John 16,023.00 15,652.42 14,312.00 1.09 0.89

Gardner, Braden 21,972.00 23,546.75 21,012.20 1.12 0.96

Sparks, Randy 17,963.00 19,360.86 17,000.50 1.14 0.95

Wada, Glen 16,608.00 17,457.97 16,062.00 1.09 0.97

504,908.82 471,344.35 478,796.41 0.99 0.95

SMRID ANNUAL REPORT 2023

2023 WATER DELIVERIES

*Includes 1,786.08 acres for Minimum Annual and Annual Agreements, 2,416.20 acres for Annual Spill
Agreements, 767.39 acres for Leases and 579 acres for Terminable

**AC-FT used at farm gate 
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Crop Name Irrigated Crop
Area

Non Irrigated Crop
Area

ANS Crop 
Area Total

ALFALFA 16,992.14 88.00 2,733.01 19,813.15

ALFALFA 2 CUT 2,691.10 0.00 26.50 2,717.60

ALFALFA 3 CUT 10,549.99 239.00 10.00 10,798.99

ALFALFA SEED 752.71 0.00 0.00 752.71

ALFALFA SILAGE 4,462.57 86.00 208.45 4,757.02

BARLEY 31,980.98 225.70 1,324.19 33,530.87

BARLEY MALT 143.00 0.00 0.00 143.00

BARLEY SILAGE 9,096.09 140.60 236.12 9,472.81

BARLEY SILAGE UNDERSEED 412.00 0.00 0.00 412.00

BEANS - DRY 27,947.66 56.00 627.30 28,630.96

BEANS - FABA 1,108.00 0.00 35.50 1,143.50

CANARY SEED 337.42 0.00 5.00 342.42

CANOLA 48,392.40 48.60 1,134.74 49,575.74

CANOLA SEED 21,026.26 133.00 443.54 21,602.80

CARROTS 604.10 0.00 0.00 604.10

CATNIP 180.00 0.00 0.00 180.00

CORN - FRESH (SWEET) 2,689.00 58.00 77.00 2,824.00

CORN - GRAIN 6,506.57 0.00 248.65 6,755.22

CORN SILAGE 34,971.27 154.00 1,104.00 36,229.27

DILL 1,054.00 0.00 13.00 1,067.00

FLAX 3,943.70 52.00 64.80 4,060.50

GARLIC 6.25 0.00 0.00 6.25

GOLF COURSE 435.40 0.00 0.00 435.40

GRASS - CRESTED WHEAT 0.00 0.00 86.50 86.50

GRASS - GRASS SEED 1,108.00 0.00 3.00 1,111.00

GRASS - ITALIAN 166.00 0.00 0.00 166.00

GRASS - SORGHUM SUDAN 260.00 0.00 0.00 260.00

GREEN FEED 3,410.90 0.00 130.00 3,540.90

2023 CROP SUMMARY
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Crop Name Irrigated Crop
Area

Non Irrigated Crop
Area

ANS Crop 
Area Total

HAY - BROME 235.00 0.00 3.00 238.00

HAY - GRASS HAY 9,393.50 191.00 757.76 10,342.26

HAY - TIMOTHY 11,119.24 40.00 403.78 11,563.02

HEMP 3,259.50 0.00 83.00 3,342.50

INCOMPLETE - UNKNOWN 148.40 0.00 309.31 457.71

LENTILS 1,928.70 20.00 18.00 1,966.70

MARKET GARDENS 539.55 0.00 0.00 539.55

MINT 4,090.00 0.00 18.00 4,108.00

MISC. 1,397.94 24.10 327.63 1,749.67

MUSTARD 1,453.12 0.00 40.00 1,493.12

NON CROP 795.69 400.24 3,014.21 4,210.14

NURSEY 452.90 97.00 25.00 574.90

OATS 1,410.75 46.00 303.60 1,760.35

OATS SILAGE 248.00 0.00 10.00 258.00

ONIONS 1,301.00 0.00 13.00 1,314.00

PASTURE - NATIVE 3,525.25 253.00 598.93 4,377.18

PASTURE - TAME 8,090.90 623.24 1,026.25 9,740.39

PEAS - CHICK 996.00 0.00 0.00 996.00

PEAS - DRY 7,231.92 128.50 94.50 7,454.92

PEAS - DRY YELLOW 1,554.16 0.00 28.00 1,582.16

PEAS - FRESH 4,070.00 0.00 15.00 4,085.00

POTATO 41,283.87 285.00 859.03 42,427.90

PUMPKINS 431.00 0.00 20.00 451.00

RYE 3,358.83 0.00 64.45 3,423.28

RYE - FALL 2,762.00 0.00 0.00 2,762.00

SMALL FRUIT 29.00 20.00 0.00 49.00

SUGAR BEETS 12,514.49 0.00 139.54 12,654.03

SUMMER FALLOW 536.30 48.50 1,133.89 1,718.69

SUNFLOWER 1,462.50 0.00 33.00 1,495.50

TRITICALE 2,905.70 0.00 6.00 2,911.70

TRITICALE SILAGE 963.10 0.00 0.00 963.10

TURF SOD 180.00 0.00 0.00 180.00
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Crop Name Irrigated Crop
Area

Non Irrigated Crop
Area

ANS Crop 
Area Total

WHEAT - CPS 3,724.14 0.00 141.70 3,865.84

WHEAT - DURUM 47,204.71 295.00 1,265.74 48,765.45

WHEAT - FEED WHEAT 836.00 0.00 6.00 842.00

WHEAT - HARD SPRING 37,947.82 72.60 2,096.87 40,117.29

WHEAT - SOFT WHEAT 12,617.22 158.00 336.74 13,111.96

WHEAT - WINTER WHEAT 15,570.70 21.00 405.10 15,996.80

TOTAL 478,796.41 4,004.08 22,108.33 504,908.82
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Lethbridge / Coaldale
Area

North Lateral TP 8/9/10 RG 20/21 - Verdigris TP 4 RG 16/17 Apr 30  May 7, 14, 21 or 28 June 4, 11,
18 or 25 July 2, 9, 16, 23 or 30 Aug 6, 13,

20 or 27 Sept 3, 10, 17 or 24

North Coaldale Area East Lateral TP 9 RG 19/20 - North East Lateral TP  8/9/10 RG 20/21
Coaldale Lateral TP 9 RG 19/20 - Lethbridge Main TP 8 RG  20/21

May 1, 8, 15, 22 or 29 June 5, 12, 19 or
26 July 3, 10, 17,24 or 31 Aug 7 ,14 ,21 or

28 Sept 4, 11, 18 or 25

South Coaldale Area Chin Lateral 2 TP 8 RG 20 – Chin  10 Lateral 10 TP 7/8 RG 18 -
Cameron Extension TP 10 RG 19/20

May 2, 9, 16, 23 or 30 June 6, 13, 20 or
27 July 4, 11, 18 or 25, Aug 1, 8, 15, 22 or

29 Sept 5, 12, 19 or 26

Taber Main Canal  &
Lateral 17

TP  9/10 RG 16/17  May 8, 22 June 12 July 3,  24
Aug 14 Sept 4,  25

Big Bend Main TP  10/11 RG 16  May  9,  23 June 13 July 4,  25 Aug 15
Sept 5, 26

South Grassy Main &
Taber Lake Lateral

TP 10 RG 13/15
TP 10 RG 15/16

May  14,  28 June 18 July 9,  30 Aug 20,
Sept 10

Lateral 2 &
Lateral 20 & Lateral 7

TP 9/10 RG 15/16 May 16,  30 June 20 July 11 Aug 1,  22
Sept 12 

North Fincastle East TP10/11 RG 14/15 May 7,  21 June 11, July 2, 23 
Aug 13 Sept 3, 24 

East Horsefly Main TP  9/10 RG 14/15 May  15,  29 June 19 July 10,  31 Aug 21
Sept 11

North Grassy, North
& South  Burdett 

Grassy Outlet TP 9/10 RG 13 - N. Grassy Main TP 10/11 RG  13 -
N. Burdett Main TP 10/11 RG 12/13

Apr 30 May 7, 14, 21 or 28 Jun 4, 11, 18
or 25 July 2, 9 , 16, 23 or 30 Aug 6, 13, 20  

or 27 Sept 3, 10, 17 or 24

Burdett / Bow Island
Area

Yellow Lake Lat 8, 9B, 9 & 10 TP 8/9 RG 12/13 - Bow Island Lat 2B 
TP 9 RG 11 

May 1, 8, 15, 22 or 29  June 5, 12, 19 or
26  July 3, 10, 17, 24 or 31 Aug 7, 14, 21

or 28  Sept 4, 11, 18 or 25

South Medicine Hat &
North Seven Persons

Main  Canal Below Murray TP 10/11 RG 6/7 -  Med. Hat Laterals 10 &
13 TP 11/12 RG 6

Apr 25 May 2,  9, 16, 23 or 30 June 6, 13,
20, or 27 July 4, 11, 18 or 25 Aug  1, 8,15,

22 or 29 Sept 5, 12, 19 or 25

West Medicine Hat  Main Canal Sauder Res. To Murray Res. TP 10/11/12 RG 7/8 
Med. Hat Laterals 10 & 13 TP 11/12 RG 6

May 3, 10, 17, 24 or 31 June 7, 14, 21 or
28 July 5, 12, 19 or 26  Aug 2,  9, 16, 23 or  

30 Sept 6, 13, 20 or 27  
  

Main Canal Stafford Res. To Sauder Res. TP 8/9/10/11/12 RG
  10/11/12/13/14/15/16/17/18/19/20

Only one of the following weeks:
June 3 to 7 or June 17 to 21 or July 2 to 5

  ALL LATERALS WILL BE AFFECTED

The St. Mary River Irrigation District will be controlling broadleaf weeds along its right of ways for the 2024
irrigation season. The District will use 2,4-D, Milestone, Dicamba and Glyphosate for weed control on driving
banks and reed canary grass control along canals. This spray program will be starting in April of 2024 and will
continue to the end of the irrigation season.

Also included in this weed control program will be the treatments for aquatic weeds. To control these aquatic
weeds, the St. Mary River Irrigation District may be treating the canals, as required, as noted below on a regular
two-week interval for the 2024 irrigation season. The canals will be treated with Magnacide H (Acrolein,
stabilized) to control the growth of aquatic weeds and algae.

2024 NOTICE OF WEED CONTROL TREATMENTS

YEAR 2024 AQUATIC TREATMENT LOCATIONS AND DATES

All sub-laterals that take water from the above noted laterals may/will be affected by these treatments. Information
material will be supplied upon request if you have land affected by these treatments.

This weed control program is administered by licensed applicators that are under approval from Alberta
Environmental and Protected Areas.

Manager of Operations SMRID ANNUAL REPORT 2023

*Med Hat Laterals 10&13 can be interchangeable with either 
South Med Hat or West Med Hat if needed due to schedule changes
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT
2023

S T .  M A R Y  R I V E R  I R R I G A T I O N  D I S T R I C T

 “Workers preparing for a concrete thrust block installation. Water hammer
can cause leaks at tees and elbows. A standard industry practice is to brace
these fittings with concrete thrust blocks to prevent movement and
separation of gasketed joints at these key points. A common practice is to
wrap plastic around the pipe / fitting so that the concrete does not contact
the pipe directly or adhere to the pipe.  This allows for minor settlement and
movement at the thrust block and reduces the potential for damage and
surface abrasion of the pipe and tee from the concrete.”
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CONTACTS
Lethbridge Office (Main)
525-40 Street South
Lethbridge AB, T1J 4M1
Telephone 403-328-4401
HOURS:
Monday-Friday 
8:15am - 12:00pm 
1:00pm - 4:30pm

Taber Office
4420 - 44 Street
Taber, AB T1G 2J6
Telephone 403-223-2148
HOURS:
Monday-Friday 
8:15am - 12:00pm 
1:00pm - 4:30pm

Bow Island Office
702 Centre Street
Bow Island, AB T0K 0G0
Telephone 403-545-6666
HOURS:
Tuesday - Thursday
10:00am - 12:00pm
 12:30pm - 3:00pm

Administration

David Westwood, CPA, CA
Joyce Lam, CPA, CA
Brenda Pyrch
Stacey Russell SR/WA cTech
Micaela Azzarello
Kyla Ross

General Manager
Finance & Administration Manager
Fin. & Admin Supervisor/Board Liaison
Land Manager
Land Administrator
Land Administrator

dwestwood@smrid.com
jlam@smrid.com
bpyrch@smrid.com
srussell@smrid.com
mazzarello@smrid.com
kross@smrid.com

Engineering & Technical Services

Trevor Helwig, P. Eng.
Travis Geremia, P. Eng.
Tony Wikkerink, P. Eng.
Colin Haugan, P. Eng.

Technical Services Mgr.
Infrastructure Engineer
Project Manager
Central Engineering Services Lead

thelwig@smrid.com
tgeremia@smrid.com
twikkerink@smrid.com
chaugan@smrid.com

Operations & Maintenance

George Bohner
Scott Marose
Richard Oliver
Mike Zmurchyk

Operations Manager
Operations Asst. Mgr. - West
Operations Asst. Mgr. - Central
Operations Asst. Mgr. - East

gbohner@smrid.com
smarose@smrid.com
roliver@smrid.com
mzmurchyk@smrid.com

Visit our website

www.smrid.com The St. Mary River Irrigation District 

Follow us on X

@StMaryIrrig


